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It’s natural at this time to look back on the year and assess how we’ve done 
as a club.  We started 2010 with a forecast budget deficit, in an economy 
that is, at best, stagnant.  Attracting new members during a recession is al-
ways a challenge, but this is where the WFC has an advantage.  As a not-
for-profit organization, pilots join WFC simply because the cost of flying is 
less than any other options in the region.  So, we are ending the year with a 
good number of active pilots and student pilots.  Cautious spending in 2010, 
along with the opportunity to install the security cameras ourselves (under a 
NY State DOT grant) combined to enable us to end the year in the positive. �

 In December we will return to a 5-aircraft fleet.  We decided that doing a 
field overhaul on 701DT’s engine would allow us the ability to also paint the 
aircraft.  About a dozen members consistently donated their Tuesday eve-
nings and Saturdays to complete the stripping and painting of the aircraft 
and worked with Jake DeGroote to overhaul the engine.  It was a project 
that some said “could not be done”.  The end result, we completed both pro-
jects and saved money. This is a great example of how the club can maxi-
mize results by using the resources we have – primarily time and talent of 
our club members.�

 It has been contributions of time and talent by our club members that have 
enabled us to meet the challenges we faced in 2010.  I eagerly await even 
more member involvement to help us meet the goals and challenges we 
face in 2011. �
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